[Effect of headgear activator treatment and of mandibular advancement osteotomy on profile convexity].
A first group of 19 class II1 patients (mean age 11 years) was treated with a headgear activator. X-rays were taken before and after treatment and again 4 years after treatment was completed. A second group of 26 class II1 patients (mean age 21 years) was treated with an advancement osteotomy of the mandible (BSO). X-rays were taken just before and 6 months after surgery. The dento-alveolar compensation (mainly retrusion of the upper incisors) was greater for the activator-group. The convexity of the hard and soft tissues improved in a comparable way for both groups of patients. Only a small part of the correction obtained with the headgear activator relapsed 4 years after treatment.